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March 28th, haven't you ? In principle it was favourable to the bookmakers. They hailed it as the beginning of a new era for them. I thought myself that there was money to be made in that direction. As a matter of fact, it has been a good season. There has been a very sharp drop in the takings of the tote - to our advantage, of course.
" But I know, from some sources of information I happen to have, that we must look out for an early attack on us in the Chamber. Sooner or later the bookmakers will be throttled. Besides, it's no profession for me. . . . You see, I'm saying just the same thing as you did yourself. . * . But, unlike you, I have something else up my sleeve. On the other hand, I'm not your age any longer. The time I lose means a hell of a lot more to me. Mind you, I'm not regretting anything. These last six months have enabled me to put by a little money, and also to look around in other directions.
" To come to the point, I'm going to give up bookmaking and strike out in a new line for myself. At the start I don't want to burden myself with a staff or overhead expenses. I'm going to try to do everything myself, with the help of some young fellow who knows his way about."
With every sentence the gentleman spoke, Wazemmes's delight, his keenness to make a future for himself, his faith in his destiny, swelled a little more. But then he remembered M. Paul, to whom he had spoken over the telephone. His excitement emboldened him to ask :
** You're not keeping Monsieur Paul ? "
" What do you know about Monsieur Paul ? Oh yes, of course " — and he smiled, as though he were saying to himself that such a question could only come from a fellow who was pretty wide awake. " No, I'm not keeping him. In the first place, he's getting old — can't keep on the trot enough for the job. Besides, he's not adaptable enough, not versatile enough. I shall leave Monsieur Paul to my successor. I want somebody whom I can sack at the end of a couple of months if he doesn't give me satisfaction, without making a tragedy out of it. You see I'm talking

